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STAFF REPORT FOR
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2016
MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF SYKESVILLE

7:00 PM	CALL TO ORDER by Council President Keenan (the Mayor will be absent):

7:05 PM	PUBLIC CONCERNS: 
Note: Raincliffe residents may attend inquiring about the process to resolve the trash collection issue. While the HOA Board was satisfied with our meeting last week, several residents want more information about the process. The HOA has retained a professional management service starting October 1, 2016. I told the Board President that it makes sense to wait until after that to have conversations. I also told him that a final resolution may take until the Spring of 2017 as part of the FY 18 budget process. One of the residents found MD code, local government, section 5-302 that states that if the town doesn't provide the services, it may reimburse the HOA for the price it would cost the town to provide such services (see attached). I asked Dennis to review this. He indicated that this indicates the Town “may” reimburse the HOA but he wanted to look into this further.

7:10 PM	MINUTES:	 	August 8, 2016

7:15 PM	REPORTS:
· Treasurers Report
· Council Committee Reports
· Main Street Association Report

7:30 PM	ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]At the July 11 MTC meeting, Charles Kent was appointed as a full-time Public Works Maintenance Worker.  At the August 8 MTC meeting, Enrico Liberto was appointed as a part-time Public Works Maintenance Worker, and Kerry Chaney was appointed as Town Clerk
· Halloween on Main Street, October 27
· Chili and Beer Festival, November 5
· Sunday’s Farmers’ Market, 9 AM – 1 PM.
· Little Sykes Railway is also open Sundays 9 AM – 1 PM to coincide with the Farmers’ Market.

7:35 PM      OPEN SESSION: 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
The Council will not discuss the agenda items and will vote on the Consent Agenda in the form of one motion. However, before making a motion, Council President Keenan will ask if any of the Council Members request the removal of an item from the Consent Agenda for separate consideration.

Motion to adopt the Consent Agenda (which consists of the following items—not necessary to read each one):
1. Approve of Resolution NO. 2016-09 authorizing Mayor to sign closing documents for 7610 Main Street
2. Authorize the Mayor to sign the Landscape Maintenance Agreement for the Historic Carriage House II, LLC.
3. Approve a beer garden for the Syklocross event on September 25 at Warfield. 
4. Approve Resolution NO. 2016-10 setting the sidewalk clearance width to 3’
5. Appoint Al McEvoy to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a three-year term that expires August 31, 2019.

Background

1. Approval of Resolution NO. 2016-09 authorizing Mayor to sign closing documents for 7610 Main Street

2. Authorize Mayor to sign Landscape Maintenance Agreement for the Historic Carriage House II, LLC.
In consultation with our landscape expert, it is recommended that Paul Mueller be allowed to provide a reduced security deposit for the landscaping that he recently installed. The deposit would be $1,000 rather than $12,000 since the plantings have already been installed.
 
3. Syklocross race and beer garden – Mike Neary - V.P. Western Howard County Cycling.  
The Syklocross event will be held on September 25.  Mike Neary indicated the permit application was filed, a certificate of insurance was provided as well as the deposit check of $500.  He is requesting to have a beer garden at the event, similar to previous years.  

4. Approval of Resolution NO. 2016-10 setting the sidewalk clearance width to 3’
On July 11, the MTC passed an ordinance regulating business use of sidewalks. The ordinance states that the Town shall not approve any proposed use of sidewalk unless such use shall provide for a continuous, unobstructed sidewalk path with a width that is set by Mayor and Town Council resolution. This resolution sets the width at three feet. 

5. Appointment of Board of Zoning Appeals member
Mayor Shaw recommends the appointment of Al McEvoy to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a three-year term that expires August 31, 2019. See attached letter of interest.

BUSINESS
1. Referral of Medical Cannabis Zoning Amendment to Planning Commission
Since State law allows medical cannabis to be grown, processed, and dispensed in the state, the Mayor and Town Council may want to request that the Planning Commission review the Town’s zoning ordinance and specify locations where such activities best fit with the Town’s land use plan. Currently, all residential districts and our conservation districts allow agriculture as a principal permitted use.  The Planned Employment Center allows for pharmacies. The Local Business District allows for professional offices and clinics. Therefore, it could be that if the Town takes no action, licensed operations may be eligible to operate in these districts. More research must be done to determine how likely that is. 

The following info is from the Carroll County Times, August 20, 2016: 
The Maryland General Assembly actually first approved medical marijuana legislation in 2013, but delays in implementation of the law by the Natalie M. LaPrade Medical Marijuana Commission led to new legislation in 2014. Regulations drafted by the commission after 2014 created a system whereby 15 licensed growers, assisted by any number of licensed processing facilities, would supply medical marijuana to qualified patients through dispensaries, of which there would be a maximum of two per state senatorial district. Further changes signed into law in 2015 shifted the official state terminology — and the name of the commission — from medical marijuana to medical cannabis to distinguish the medicine from recreational pot.

Maryland Compassionate Care and Wellness LLC, which has received provisional approval from the commission for both growing and processing operations in Carroll, has also applied to operate dispensaries in Senate Districts 5 and 9, which include Carroll. The possible locations of these operations are not known, as the commission did not require applicants to provide that information, according to Christopher Garrett of the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, and because Maryland Compassionate Care and Wellness CEO Steve Weisman, of Illinois, did not respond to multiple requests for an interview on the topic. (http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/news/health/ph-cc-medical-cannabis-license-carroll-20160815-story.html  and http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/news/health/ph-cc-medical-cannabis-is-medical-20160820-story.html )

Recommended Action: Motion to refer a proposed zoning amendment addressing medical cannabis to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a report and recommendation.

9:00 PM      RECESS:

9:05 PM       CLOSED SESSION:

The meeting is proposed to be closed pursuant to the General Provisions of the Annotated Code of Maryland, Section 3-305(b): (1) To discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom it has jurisdiction; or any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals, 

· Personnel – Main Street Appointment – confidential personal information

ADJOURNMENT:
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