OFFICIAL MINUTES

SYKESVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION

June 6, 2016 

Present:
Ed Cinkole
Phil Singleton





Julia Betz

Steve Enslow






Mike Scheiner
Leo Fiander

Staff:
Dawn Ashbacher, Town Manager/Planning Director 

Nokomis Ford, Carroll County Planning 

Jana Antrobus, Executive Assistant
Call to Order:  Steve Enslow, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Approval of Minutes 

Motion was made by Commissioner Singleton and seconded by Commissioner Scheiner to approve the May 2, 2016 Planning Commission meeting minutes with one change to Section – Concept Plan for Warfield Complex #10 add at the end “of land use”. All voted in favor. Commissioner Fiander abstained.
BUSINESS
County Updates
The bike-pedestrian survey results from Town of Sykesville residents were provided and reviewed.

Announcements
· Freedom District Master Plan Public Input Meeting is scheduled for July 13, at Liberty High School from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
· Carroll County Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting is scheduled for June 21, at 9:00 a.m. to discuss current Land Use proposed for the Freedom District Master Plan.
The Planning Commission requested the following Freedom maps:

· Draft Future Land Use 
· 2001 Land Use 
Oklahoma Avenue Study
The Town gathered public input on making Oklahoma Avenue one way at the May 25 meeting related to the MD 851 Urban Reconstruction Project. The Town requests input from Planning Commissioners on concepts discussed in the past. 
· Is Baldwin Dr. able to handle heavy traffic

· Is there enough space for a traffic circle

The Town plans to do a more formal study of its options after July 1, 2016.
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Program Open Space Grant - Revised Consistency Letter

The Town is requesting the Planning Commission Chair sign a revised Consistency letter 
for the Program Open Space Grant that include improvements to Millard Cooper Park by adding ADA parking spaces and sidewalks. A “Mommy and Me” swing at Jones Park has been added to the grant request.
Motion was made by Commissioner Singleton and seconded by Commissioner Betz to authorize Chair Enslow to sign the revised Consistency letter. All were in favor.
MD 32 Planning Study from I-70 to MD 26

The Town requests input from Planning Commission on any issues regarding the State Highway Administration MD 32 planning study.
· Concerns for safety due to congestion from commuter growth to South and East

· Infrastructure is not kept up with the heavy demand for residential development.

· Divided lanes and a dedicated turn lane would be good; turn lanes have helped.

· Minimize curb cuts.

· School bus stops slow down traffic.
· Important to make Route 32 four lanes from Clarksville to I-70.

· Widening Route 32 is important for growth and quality of living. 

· Focus on areas of priority - bumper-to-bumper from MacBeth to Route 26.

Reschedule July and September Planning Commission Meetings 
Currently the July meeting is scheduled on the 4th of July and the September meeting is scheduled on Labor Day. Planning Commission agreed to the following dates.

July 7, 2016 (Only if needed)

September 6, 2016

Town Updates

Zoning Ordinance Amendment’s referred to the Mayor and Town Council

The Amendments for Outdoor Seating and Sidewalk widths was introduced. There is some resistance to maintaining clearance of at least 4’ on sidewalks. A public hearing will be held during the June 13 Mayor and Town Council meeting.
MD 851 Streetscape 

There was a public input meeting on May 25, and there will be meetings in June with the State Highway Administration to discuss the road transfer agreement.
Page 3

SMO Landscaping

There will be an inspection of the landscape scheduled in June with the purpose of determining the number of plants to be replaced as part of fulfilling the warranty requirements, as well as determining any other items that need to be addressed prior to the release of retained monies.  It was also noted that the dumpster is not being kept in the screened storage area.
Adjournment

There being no other business, Commissioner Singleton motioned and Commissioner Scheiner seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 PM. All were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Jana Antrobus, Executive Assistant

