OFFICIAL MINUTES

SYKESVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION

March 7, 2016 

Present:

Ed Cinkole


   
Phil Singleton







Julia Betz



Leo Fiander




Absent:

Steve Enslow



Mike Scheiner


Staff:

Dawn Ashbacher, Town Manager/Planning Director 


Nokomis Ford, Carroll County Planning 


Andrea Gerhard, Carroll County Planning



Jana Antrobus, Executive Assistant
Motion
Motion was made by Commissioner Singleton and Council Member Betz seconded to approve Commissioner Cinkole to Chair the Planning Commission Meeting for March 7, 2016.
Call to Order:  Ed Cinkole, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM.

Approval of Minutes 

Motion was made by Commissioner Singleton and seconded by Commissioner Fiander to approve the February 1, 2016 Planning Commission meeting minutes. All voted in favor.
BUSINESS
County Updates

· Water and Sewer Amendments approved February 18, 2016
· Any new amendment for the spring cycle should be discussed by April.
· Bike survey completed, 55 from Sykesville and 15 of those are from the Town of Sykesville 

· Freedom work session is March 15, 2016

· Annual Planning Report

· Rough draft in April, approval in May, and adopt in June
· Dawn Ashbacher, Town Manager requests that the Town stats be kept separate from Freedom District, as has been done in the last few years.
Public Input on the Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
The Planning Commission requested the public’s input on an ordinance to amend the code of the Town of Sykesville to allow pubs, taverns, microbreweries, and wine bars in the Business Local District and the Planned Employment Center District as a Conditional Use.
Current zoning does not allow for some existing businesses in the Town with a class D liquor license. If the change is made the Planning Commission would want to grandfather in those existing businesses. It was noted that in the Planned Employment Center, pubs, taverns, microbreweries, and wine bars are a permitted use.  The Commission prefers consistency between the Local Business District and Planned Employment Center District.
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The Chair opened the floor for public input on an ordinance to amend the code of the Town of Sykesville to allow pubs, taverns, microbreweries, and wine bars in the Business Local District and the Planned Employment Center District as a Conditional Use.

The response from the public in attendance included topics and questions such as:
· A Class D Liquor License allows for the sale of beer and wine only and for on or off premises.
· Parking Requirements– Planning Commission may need to refine. 
· Why include the Planned Employment Center in this change? It is not the same as downtown.
· It was noted that in the Planned Employment Center, pubs, taverns, microbreweries, and wine bars as a permitted use was an oversite by the Planning Commission and the intention now is to use this opportunity to correct it. 
· How will Beck’s Pub be affected?
Questions raised by the Planning Commission:
· Who sets the conditions for a conditional use and what conditions will be used?

· Are the different conditions for the Business Local and the Planned Employment Center relevant to having different zoning?

· What are our current parking regulations?

· Should this be tied to a Class D liquor license?

· What are the ordinances for other jurisdictions in Carroll County?
· How do other jurisdictions handle complaints such as noise and disruptive behavior?
· How does the Liquor Board handle complaints such as noise and disruptive behavior?
· How does the Liquor Board regulate number of licenses in Carroll County?

· Do we have to address this issue or is the Liquor Board’s involvement enough?
Actions 

The questions raised by the public and Planning Commission will require the Town staff to do some research and provide information at the next Planning Commission meeting.
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Consideration of the Zoning Ordinance Amendment §180-64
Is proposed to be amended to allow outdoor seating as a required condition in the Business Local District 

· “Outdoor restaurant seating, which shall include but not be limited to restaurants, fast food and carry-out establishments, cafes, bistros, pubs, taverns, coffeehouses, eateries, or similar establishments that serve food or beverages, as determined by the Zoning Administration.”
The response from the public in attendance included topics and questions such as:

· Language for the zoning ordinance should be flexible to include Becks outdoor seating and other items that are placed on the sidewalks such as: sandwich boards, planters, benches, and merchandise
Question raised by the Planning Commission:

· Are the sidewalks wide enough to accommodate outdoor seating?
Action
The Planning Commission will have to amend the outdoor seating ordinance at the same time as the ordinance to amend the code to allow pubs, taverns, microbreweries, and wine bars in the Business Local District so the language is consistent.
Adjournment

There being no other business, Commissioner Cinkole motioned and Commissioner Singleton seconded to adjourn the meeting 8:10 PM. All were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Jana Antrobus, Executive Assistant

