OFFICIAL MINUTES

SYKESVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
August 22, 2019 


Present:
Alex Ries

Billy Shifflet


Bryan Troast
Eric Valenstein

Nick Sheets

Stacy Link, Council Liaison

Absent:
Chris Sevick
Jana Antrobus, Staff Liaison
Call to Order
Alex Ries, Co-Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.

Approval of the Minutes

June minutes will be presented during the September meeting.
Business

· The shortage of volunteers is interfering with SPARC desire to increase offering of events to the public. Tony Yedinak, Sykesville Middle School PTA President reported that the 6 and 8 graders want to get involved and is asking for SPARC to develop a list of activities that he can provide to the students.  These students are not looking for service hours but are genuinely interested in volunteering and getting involved.  Tony also reports that he has a list of 160 names of adults, many of them Sykesville Middle School students’ parents who have all been background checked.  Tony has offered to provide assistance with Sign-up Genius for future events.  Details of setup and breakdown of movie equipment was discussed and Tony reported he believes that there are several adults who would be willing to be trained and available to ease the burden on current SPARC members who have routinely been solely responsible for this task.  Billy mentioned there have been past discussions on the need for background checks for all volunteers.  This will require further discussion and consideration.
· Sykesville Bingo led residents, Jessica and Jordan Smith to the meeting.  They reported increased awareness of parks recently as a result of the Bingo game and are “very impressed by the parks.” They have a new baby.

· Social Media shortcomings and need for increased presence and use were discussed.  It was decided that the administrative rights to the SPARC FB page be available to all members so that this role can be divided amongst all.

· Concerts in the Park schedule were discussed on how to minimize the conflict with local merchant. The weekly Friday event on Main Street (Vine on Main) that includes live music/entertainment has made an impact SPARC’s Concert series.  Next year, Concerts in the Park will be held on the 3 and 4 Saturdays in September and the 1 Saturday in October. 

· Corn Maze at Charlene Farm is available September 22 to November 3, 2019.  As a result of their allowing Sparky to ride on their Fourth of July Parade float, Nick offered for SPARC to assist with the corn maze.  Nick will email Chris to get specific dates to assist with the Maze and reach out to Tony Yedinak for assistance with volunteers to piggy back with SPARC members.
· Farmers Market on September 1 needs coverage at the SPARC table/booth and to “embody” Sparky.  Billy offered to check availability with his family and if he is not available there will be no SPARC representation.
· Volunteer Identifiers - Chartreuse T-shirts located in the Snack Shack but is not a solution for summer time due to heat.  Stacy will look into the possibility of using SPARC assigned funds for vests like those used by DSC.  

· Plastic Reduction at SPARC events. Discussion led to unanimous agreement that there should be no plastic water bottles offered to visitors/patrons.  Paper cups and a self-serve cooler will be used instead.  This will require the sink in the Snack Shack to have an adapter with potable water hose to fill the cooler/decanter prior to next SPARC event (October’s Movie)

· Recycling Canisters at Cooper Park for daily use and at least weekly collection.  Stacy will speak to Town Staff.
Co-Chair Nomination
Billy Shifflet nominated Eric Valenstein for Co-Chair. 

Motion

Bryan Troast motioned and Billy Shifflet second to appoint Eric Valenstein as SPARC Co-Chair for a 2 year term.  All voted in favor.
(The Mayor approved 1year terms for the SPARC Committee Members)
Adjournment
There being no other business, Bryan Troast motioned and Billy Shifflet second to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 PM. All voted in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Jana Antrobus, Staff Liaison
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