OFFICIAL MINUTES

SYKESVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION

May 1, 2017

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Present:
Steve Enslow
Julia Betz

Ed Cinkole
Leo Fiander 


Mike Scheiner
Phil Singleton

Staff:
Dawn Ashbacher, Town Manager/Planning Director 

Nokomis Ford, Carroll County Planning


Jana Antrobus, Executive Assistant

Call to Order:  Steve Enslow, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.

Approval of Minutes 

The March 6 minutes will be approved at the June 6 meeting.
Business:
Removal of trail from Raincliffe Plans
During the March 6, meeting the Planning Commission agreed to the following:
Contingent on Carroll County Utilities approving an easement to the Town, the Town will propose to the developer that a path be built from the corner of Northrup Grumann to the County well house access road and additional money would be given to the Home Owners Association for their use. 
The County subsequently indicated that “The Bureau cannot allow a walking path on our utility easements and Water Treatment Facility parcel.” 

It is the desire of the Planning Commission that future access from Raincliffe is made available to connect to Warfield through Northup Grumann, this path is necessary to start a north/south connection.  Possible locations are along the “reforestation” area from the road to the corner of Northup Grumman or leave the path where it is.
The Planning Commission needs the following questions answered to make a decision:

· Define the difference between forest conservation and reforestation. 
· Is the Raincliffe property marked correctly?
· Can either be used for the path?
Dick Annis-Forsa, President of the HOA asked why the involvement of the Planning Commission to save this path. It was explained it is their responsibility to preserve the future connectivity that was on the approved set of plans. Also the Warfield property has to be considered with this request and the connection to Warfield will also be valuable to the Raincliffe community. It is the responsibility of the Planning Commission to look out for the Town’s desire for continued connectivity, present and future.
County Updates:
County Annual Report 

Staff has reviewed the Annual Report and has a question before recommending approval and authorization for Chair Enslow to sign the provided letter. The report included the residential information and excluded the non-residential information from the Approved Warfield Preliminary Plan. Staff will request confirmation from County Staff. If the information was excluded per their requirement Chair Enslow requests that that information be footnoted in the report. It was decided to go ahead and give Chair Enslow approval to sign the letter contingent on this issue being resolved.
Motion

Motion was made by Commissioner Singleton and seconded by Commissioner Cinkole for Chair Enslow to sign the provided Annual Report Approval Letter subject to his satisfaction of the response to the issue. Chair Enslow abstained. All in favor

2017 Freedom Community Comprehensive Plan 

On March 29, 2017 the Carroll County Planning & Zoning Commission accepted the 2017 Freedom Community Comprehensive Plan and issued it for formal public review. Written comments are requested and must be received by 5 pm on June 8. The Town Manager highlighted areas of interest regarding Sykesville. Town staff has requested the Planning Commissioners provide their comments before May 25. A public Hearing on the Accepted Plan will be hosted by the Carroll County Planning & Zoning Commission on June 8, at Liberty High School. 
Carroll County Bike-Ped Master Plan 
The County provided and reviewed the corrections to the latest draft of the map. During discussion the following was confirmed along with questions regarding what language is in the Master Plan.
· Warfield trails are Bike-Ped.

· Should the Dinky Line be changed from Future Connection to Adopted/Planned?

· Should the trail from Windswept Ct. to Church St be changed from Future Connection to Adopted/Planned?

· Is the existing trail in the Carroll Fields subdivision pedestrian or bike-ped?

The County is requesting final comments by the next Planning Commission meeting.
Patapsco Regional Greenway 
Chair Enslow attended the Patapsco Regional Greenway meeting on March 29. He said there were positive reactions from those attending and great ideas including a 4’ – 6’ path and types of surfaces for bike, pedestrian and horseback riding uses. The 30 mile Greenway Trail will have possible connection to 30 to 35 miles of bike-ped trails in Baltimore City.
The next BPAG (Bicycle-Pedestrian Advisory Group) meeting is Wednesday, May 10th at 1:00.  

Patapsco Regional Greenway Implementation Matrix 
The Patapsco Regional Greenway project including adjustments to the preferred alignments based on community input on the implementation matrix. The matrix will break the greenway into segments and provide further details on each segment, estimates, etc.
Town Updates:

Sustainable Community Designation Renewal

The State’s Sustainable Community (SC) program is a geographic designation to more efficiently allocate and concentrate resources to support coordinated revitalization efforts.  The program is managed by the State Housing Department’s Division of Neighborhood Revitalization.  Designation as a Sustainable Community is required to be eligible for some grant programs the Town uses on a regular basis like the Community Legacy. 
The Town was designated a Sustainable Community in 2012. The designation must be renewed every five years. Our renewal application is due in July. It includes a vision for the town in certain areas and then implementation goals.
Staff is currently working on the renewal with the assistance of two Graduate Assistants from Maryland Department of Housing & Community Development. The renewal includes the following: The Town's accomplishments, areas of continued focus and/or any new ideas or approaches to incorporate into the plan using the following Categories: Environment, Economy, Transportation, Housing, Quality of Life, and Land Use/Local Planning.

Master Plan - Implementation of Recommendation Update (Adopted 2011)

The comprehensive planning cycle has a 10-year review cycle. The 2013 State Law requires at least once within the 5-year period after the adoption that a narrative be completed on the plan’s implementation status. Categories to review: Planning & Zoning, Parks & Open Space, Transportation, and Projects. Planning Commission input will be requested, especially on areas that might relate to the Town’s Master Plan.
The two documents have similar topics so it’s a good opportunity to address both. Town staff will provide additional documentation to the Planning Commission to review and provide comment at the next meeting.

Next Meeting

Due to scheduling conflicts the next Planning Commission meeting will be moved from June 5 to June 6.  

Warfield
With the potential that Warfield will be on June’s agenda, the Planning Commission requested that material be sent to them as early as possible. Chair Enslow noted the Conditions of Approval still need to be addressed by the Planning Commission before moving ahead too quickly. The Town Manager provided an update on the following.
· MRA is working on the Preliminary Subdivision Plan and could potentially present at the next meeting.

· The Maryland Historic Trust approved the Historic District Commission’s Guideline revisions.
· Three items will be coming before the Planning Commission – update on the conditions, subdivision plan, and adequate public facilities review.
Commissioner Betz noted that medical cannabis should be on a future Planning Commission agenda to review zoning options. Chair Enslow requested Town and County staff to provide information on growing and dispensing.
Adjournment
There being no other business, Commissioner Singleton motioned and Commissioner Betz seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM. All were in favor.
Respectfully submitted,

Jana Antrobus, Executive Assistant
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