OFFICIAL MINUTES

SYKESVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION

March 6, 2017

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Present:
Steve Enslow
Julia Betz

Ed Cinkole
Leo Fiander arrived at 7:20


Mike Scheiner
Phil Singleton

Staff:
Dawn Ashbacher, Town Manager/Planning Director 

Nokomis Ford, Carroll County Planning

Jana Antrobus, Executive Assistant
Call to Order:  Steve Enslow, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Approval of Minutes 
Motion was made by Commissioner Betz and seconded by Commissioner Cinkole to approve the February 6, 2017 Planning Commission meeting minutes. Commissioner Scheiner and Commissioner Singleton abstained, all eligible voted in favor. Commissioner Fiander was absent from the February 6 meeting.
Business
County Updates:
· There will be a community meeting for the Patapsco Regional Greenway project on Wednesday, March 29, from 6:30 - 8:30 pm at the Howard County Library, Miller Branch.
· Freedom Master Plan – Reviewed the updated plan. 
· The County is requesting approval for a draft Sykesville Bike-Ped Map that will be displayed to the public at the Citizen Outreach Meeting on March 21.  A draft map was presented and the Planning Commission was asked to make any additional bike-ped trails, paths, or connections that should be displayed in the map. It was noted that this is just a draft map and additions can be added later and the connections are not adopted. In order for them to be enforceable by the town, the Town must either adopt the County Bike-Ped Master Plan or amend their own plan. The Planning Commission agreed to the following additions to the map: 

· Dinky Short Line should be added
· Connection from Governor Frank Brown Trail to Main Street down Raincliffe road as a bike-pedestrian link and down Sandosky Road using the existing sidewalk
· Remove a duplicate notation of the Sykesville Linear Park Trail at the top of the map  
Removal of trail from Raincliffe Plans:
The Raincliffe HOA concurs with the decision by the Town to remove the trail along the Northrup Grumman property line from the plans. Also the HOA would accept the amount of $15,000 offered by the developer in lieu of building the trail to be used for improvements
as determined by the HOA to common areas. Planning Commission approval is needed to remove the trail from the plans. The Planning Commission said the trail was conceptual and does not have to be in that exact location. The Planning Commission requested more information before making a final decision about removing the trail from the plans.
· What alternative improvements are being proposed?
· A pavilion in the tot lot has been proposed.
· Does the public have access to the tot lot? 
· On January 12, 2009 a Pedestrian Easement Agreement was approved allowing public/pedestrian access to Parcel “J” and Parcel “O” (the conceptual sites of the tot lot and path) as shown on the 3rd amended Plat of Raincliffe Center dated and signed October 20, 2010 by the Planning Commission.
· Would the trail provide a connection to other trails and the tot lot?
· May be possible for trail to connect to Warfield. 

The Planning Commission was provided a plot map and the Pedestrian Easement Agreement made between Raincliffe Properties, LLC and the Town dated January 12, 2009 allowing for Public access. Since it is a park in the Town, the intent of the easement was to make it accessible to all Town residents. The Planning Commission wants the Town to have an inclusive spirit for all residents.
After review the Planning Commission agreed to the following:
Contingent on Carroll County Utilities approving an easement to the Town, the Town will propose to the developer that a path be built from the corner of Northrup Grumann to the access road and additional money would be given to the HOA for their use. 
Updates:
The Planning Commission was provided and reviewed a draft Agenda for April, May, and June regarding Warfield.

Due to scheduling conflicts the April 3 meeting has been moved to April 4. All agreed.
Adjournment
There being no other business, Commissioner Fiander motioned and Commissioner Scheiner seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 PM. All were in favor.
Respectfully submitted,

Jana Antrobus, Executive Assistant
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