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A nimal-vehicle collisions are not only costly but can be dangerous.  From 2001 to 2011, animal 
collisions contributed to more than 2,080 fatal crashes nationwide.  Whether a deer, dog, moose 

or squirrel, animals on the roadway are unexpected, and their actions can be erratic and unpredictable, 
creating a dangerous situation for motorists.  AAA encourages drivers to use caution and remain alert to 
avoid becoming involved in a collision with wildlife.  Most wildlife-vehicle collisions occur during the 
fall and winter, and many are preventable. 

 
What To Do If an Animal Runs in Front of Your Vehicle 
 
Scan the road and shoulders ahead of you.  Looking ahead helps provide enough reaction time if an animal is spotted.  
Also, remember some animals move in groups, so when there is one, there are usually more in the area. 
 
Use high-beam headlights if there’s no oncoming traffic.  Wildlife may be spotted sooner when using high beams.  This 
will give the driver time to slow down, move over or honk the horn to scare the animal away.  High beams also help in 
spotting some animals’ reflective eyes. 
 
If a collision is unavoidable, apply the brakes firmly and remain in your lane.  Swerving to avoid an animal can often 
cause a more serious crash or result in drivers losing control of vehicles. 
 
Be extra cautious at dawn and dusk.  Most animals, especially deer, tend to be more active early in the morning and at 
dusk. 
 
Slow down and use extra caution when traveling through areas with a high and active wildlife population.  Be aware of 
increased wildlife movement in some regions during certain times of year, such as hunting or mating season. 
 
Drivers should always wear a seat belt and remain awake, alert, and sober.  

Sykesville Police Department 

T he Gate House welcomed over 1,000 visitors in 2023, and we look forward 
to new and repeat visitors to see our 2024 displays including the second year 

of our Midcentury display which this year focuses on area businesses. 2024 marks 
the 120th anniversary of the incorporation of the Town of Sykesville, and we have 
many new programs, tours, and workshops planned which will help you 
document your own stories and share them with the next generation. Stay tuned 
to our Facebook for details!   
 
Although the museum is closed until late February, if you have an item you would 
like to donate or lend the museum, would like to volunteer, or would like to 
conduct research, please call us at 410-549-5150 or email us at gatehouse@sykesville.net   
 
We are especially looking for volunteers who are available during our busy summer season.  

Gate House Museum 

 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
The Historic District Commission is seeking volunteers!  The Historic District is composed of two areas in Town, the 
downtown area, and the Warfield Complex.  The Historic District Commission is in charge of ensuring exterior changes 
do not negatively impact the historic nature of these two areas.  Both areas are included in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 
 
The Historic District Commission is made up of 7 volunteers, serving 3-year terms, who have interests in historic 
preservation, architecture, conservation, or any other related fields.  The Commissioners are responsible for reviewing 
applications for exterior changes to buildings in the Historic Districts. 
 
Meetings are once a month on the fourth Wednesday, beginning at 7 PM, at the Town House. 
 
Please email a letter of interest and a resume to town@sykesville.net or call 410-795-8959 for more information. 
 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
The Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) hears and decides cases for variance requests, appeals of administrative decisions, and 
appeals of zoning map interpretations.  The BZA is a quasi-judicial body whose members are appointed by the Mayor for 3-
year terms. 
 
Meetings are held as needed at the Town House. 
The Town of Sykesville is seeking persons interested in serving as a member and as an alternate on the Sykesville Board of 
Zoning Appeals (BZA).  Please contact Jana Antrobus, Development Coordinator, to learn more about this volunteer 
position at jantrobus@sykesville.net  
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W inter is here and Sykesville Parks and Recreation Commission (SPARC) is planning an exciting season for 2024 
starting with events in Spring! At this time of year, we like to reflect on how lucky we are to live in a town with 

great natural resources, outdoor activities for all, and a community full of people that want Sykesville to be the best it can 
be. SPARC wishes you all a wonderful holiday season! 
 
SPARC meets at the Town House on the fourth Thursday of every month at 7pm. Can’t attend in person? The meetings 
are streamed live on the Town’s Facebook page.  Scan this QR code with your phone’s camera to visit the Facebook page: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit our Facebook page for more information by scanning this QR code with your phone’s camera. 

Sykesville Parks and Recreation Commission 

ENJOY OUR PARKS 

 
 
 
 
 

W hile you wait for our 2024 events, bundle up and 
visit one of Sykesville’s many parks. Grab a mug 

of hot cocoa and warm up with a walk along the 
Sykesville Linear Trail or Carrie Dorsey Park. Build a 
snowman at Cooper Park. With so many parks in 
Sykesville, you may be surprised how close you are to one 
(perfect for snow days)! To learn more about Sykesville’s 
parks, go to https://www.townofsykesville.org/Facilities. 
Be cautious in freezing temperatures and watch for ice on 
trails and playground equipment! 

SEEKING 
VOLUNTEERS 
 

S PARC would not be able to 
provide such great events 

without its dedicated volunteers. 
We are so thankful for those who 
dedicate their time and energy to support SPARC events 
and planning. Help us continue to put on these fun free 
events by donating some of your 
time. SPARC is a 100% volunteer group and we are always 
looking for additional members and 
volunteers who are interested in making a difference 
through park improvement, recreational 
activities, and events for our families and others. SPARC 
meets at the Town House on the 4th 
Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm. If interested, please 
come to one of our meetings. For 
more information, please call 410-795-8959 or email 
parks@sykesville.net. 
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